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it Is carved on the stones of his palace. In many
places, too, human beings are shown with remarkable
flat-topped heads, and it is a most interesting and
suggestive fact that most of the monolithic statues
or idols discovered at the Cocle temple site in Pana-
ma had precisely the same flat-topped craniums, and
that several had beards. (Chapter VL)
Among the many ruins of Mayan cities and build-
ings it is not unusual to find structures with such
small doors and chambers that they seem to have been
designed for the use of pigmies. Such is the famous
"Dwarfs" House" at Uxmal. This is built in two
portions, one on the summit of a pyramidal mound,
the other lower down, and both are far too small to
have been designed for normal human occupants.
This has led to the theory that a race of pigmies once
inhabited the district. But as no other indications or
remains of a dwarf race have been found, it is far
more probable and reasonable to suppose that the
Uxmal Dwarfs' House, as well as similar structures
elsewhere, was intended for the use of either spirits
or supernatural beings* At Uxmal there is also a
sacrificial pyramid so similar in design to the teocalli
of the Aztecs that in all probability it was of Aztec
origin, perhaps erected by Nahua mercenaries for
their own use or perhaps built at the time of the
Nahua conquest.
The great number and the magnificence of the
Mayan temples., and their innumerable idols and
monuments, prove beyond question that the Mayas
were an intensely religious people. But apparently
their rites did not call for the wholesale and bloody
human sacrifices demanded by the Aztecs' gods. The